Light experiences a non-uniformly moving medium as an effective gravitational field, endowed with an effective metric tensorg µν = η µν + (n 2 − 1)u µ u ν , n being the refractive index and u µ the fourvelocity of the medium. Leonhardt and Piwnicki [Phys. Rev. A 60, 4301 (1999)] argued that a flowing dielectric fluid of this kind can be used to generate an 'optical black hole'. In the Leonhardt-Piwnicki model, only a vortex flow was considered. It was later pointed out by Visser [Phys. Rev. Lett. 85, 5252 (2000)] that in order to form a proper optical black hole containing an event horizon, it becomes necessary to add an inward radial velocity component to the vortex flow. In the present paper we undertake this task: we consider a full spiral flow, consisting of a vortex component plus a radially infalling component. Light propagates in such a dielectric medium in a way similar to that occurring around a rotating black hole. We calculate, and show graphically, the effective potential versus the radial distance from the vortex singularity, and show that the spiral flow can always capture light in both a positive, and a negative, inverse impact parameter interval. The existence of a genuine event horizon is found to depend on the strength of the radial flow, relative to the strength of the azimuthal flow.
Introduction
The classical topic of light propagation in moving dielectric media har received considerable interest in recent years -for a review of recent developments see, for instance, Ref. [1] . Much of the reason for the revitalization of this field of research is evidently the advent of the electromagnetically induced transparency (EIT) technique, whereby the light velocity in matter can be slowed down dramatically, to orders of 1-10 m/s [3] . Under such circumstances it becomes possible to generate a fluid flow whose velocity is comparable to that of light in the fluid. The flow will then have an important influence upon the propagation of light.
Light waves experience a moving dielectric medium like an effective gravitational field. The effective metric,g µν = η µν + (n 2 − 1)u µ u ν , was used long time ago to develop a relativistic model of a non-dispersive dielectric medium, and will be applied also in this paper. n is the refractive index, and u µ is the four-velocity of the medium. The use of the effective metric allows us apply the general-relativistic formalism to systems that normally are not identified with general relativity. Some earlier papers along these lines are Refs. [4] [5] [6] [7] . Recent discussions on the general-relativistic analog models can be found at the web-address of the Rio de Janeiro Workshop in October 2000 [8] . Since the velocity of light can be slowed down so dramatically, the flowing medium gives rise to the effect that light rays are moving along curved trajectories.
Central references in our present context are the papers of Leonhardt and Piwnicki [9, 10] . These authors considered a dielectric fluid swirling around a straight linear vortex, arguing that such a system can be used to generate an 'optical black hole'. In view of the EIT-generated 'slow light' effect mentioned above, such a possibility of course becomes quite interesting both from a theoretical and an experimental point of view. Subsequent remarks of Visser [11] made it clear, however, that the interpretation of the Leonhardt-Piwnicki model in its original form as an optical black hole is not feasible: in order to obtain a black hole endowed with an event horizon one has to add an inward radial component to the vortex flow (cf. also the rebuttal [12] ). This brings us to the subject of the present paper: We will develop the optical black hole theory based upon a general spiral flow model, consisting of a vortex component plus a radially infalling component. We introduce an effective potential, constructed as the appropriate generalization of the conventional effective potential outside a Schwarzschild black hole [13] . Plotting the variation of the effective potential versus radial distance r from the vortex singularity, we get a powerful tool for predicting particle and light trajectories. Our explicit calculations prove that Visser's remarks [11] (which are based upon general considerations) are right. We find that the spiral flow can always capture light within a positive, and a negative, interval for the inverse impact parameter. If the azimuthal velocity component is increased, the parameter interval for light being able to escape from the system is also increased. This reminds us of gravitational black holes in that way that it is known that a rotating black hole captures light less efficiently than a static one of same mass.
One important limitation of our theory should be emphasized: we consider non-dispersive media only. That means, we are unable to cope with the extremely dispersion-sensitive EIT effect [3] . Nevertheless, we argue that the present kind of theory should be able to describe the essentials of the generalrelativistic formulation applied to fluids. It seems reasonable to assume that light propagation in a relativistic flow will reveal essentilly the same features as will propagation of "slow" light in a realistic flow.
In the next section we summarize the basic properties of the phenomenological electromagnetic theory in a dielectric medium, emphasizing the formal analogy to general relativity, and also the connection between this kind of theory and the transformation procedure worked out some years ago [7] , from which one can map the electromagnetic field in a vacuum to that in a medium. Then, in Sec. 3 we consider the effective metric for the full spiral flow. In Sec. 4, before embarking on the rather complex theory of the general spiral case, we define an effective potential, which is a new concept in this context, and apply it to the two basic flow components separately, namely the pure sink, and the pure vortex. Figures 2 and 3 show the effective potentials for these two cases. The figures are useful, in that they show which regions are inaccessible for photon trajectories. In Sec. 5 which is the main section, we work out the effective potential for the full spiral flow, and introduce various concepts: the event horizon, the apparent horizon, the ergo region, and the static limit. Various kinds of photon trajectories are discussed in relation to Fig. 4 . As far as we know, this kind of analysis has not been given before, for the general composite flow. A summary is given in Sec. 6 .
We put c = 1, adopt the Minkowski metric convention η µν = (1, −1, −1, −1), and follow the basic formulation of Leonhardt and Piwnicki [9] . We mention in passing that some other related recent treatises can be found in Refs. [14] [15] [16] [17] [18] [19] .
Basic formalism
We begin by giving a brief account of the basic formalism, letting in this section the four-velocity u µ of the fluid be unspecified (thus not necessarily being the sum of vertex flow and radial flow). With the above metric, u µ u µ = 1. If U i are the components of the three-dimensional velocity vector U, i.e.,
where γ is the Lorentz factor, γ = (1 − U 2 ) −1/2 . It ought to be emphasized that we are applying a kind of hybrid interpretation to the system. First, as far as the fluid flow velocity u µ and the wave four-vector k µ are concerned, we consider the system as an ordinary specialrelativistic system, in which covariant and contravariant indices are moved by means of the Minkowski metric η µν . Second, when considering the wave propagation through the moving flow, we make use of the 'effective' metric, which will be designated byg µν . The background for introducing this kind of metric can be seen as follows. Starting from Maxwell's equations for a pure radiation field in a nondispersive medium moving with special-relativistic velocity u µ we obtain, by defining the four-potential A µ from the basic field tensor F µν via the relationship F µν = ∂ µ A ν − ∂ ν A µ , the field equation [7] [
, where we have defined κ as
In momentum space, Eq. (2) implies
Since the indices of the photon four-momentum k µ , as mentioned, can be lowered and raised by the Minkowski metric η µν , we can write Eq. (4) asg
withg µν being the effective metric
It is the appearance of Eq. (5) that makes it possible to borrow terminology from general relativity and consider the propagation of light waves as taking place in a fictitious or 'effective' curved space whose metric is given by Eq. (6).
In the limiting case of Hamilton's geometrical optics, which is adopted here, the electromagnetic field tensor is modelled by the eikonal ansatz [20] . It implies that the photon four-momentum is essentially the four-divergence of the eikonal S, i.e., k µ = −∂ µ S. Accordingly, it becomes natural to write the wave equation in such a way that it involves the covariant components of the wave vector, as in Eq. (6) .
We mention in passing the following point. In Ref. [7] , we developed a transformation procedure which maps the electrodynamic theory for a vacuum field directly into the phenomenological nondispersive theory for a medium field. This mapping procedure is actually quite powerful, especially in connection with quantization of the medium field. Consistent with the use of the canonical (space-like) four-momentum k µ in the medium, the quantization is done in accordance with the nonsymmetric, divergence-free Minkowski energy-momentum tensor. The central building block in this kind of theory is the matrix b µν , defined by
satisfying the relationship (p an integer):
The effective metric in Eq. (6) is thus nothing else than the second power of the basic matrix:g µν ≡ (b 2 ) µν .
The two flow components
We now turn to the situation in which the flow, as mentioned above, is composed of a vortex component and a radial component. The three-dimensional fluid velocity U can thus be written as
in an orthogonal basis (designated by hats) {eˆi} = {er, eφ, eẑ}. We write the azimuthal component in the form Uφ = Γ/r with Γ a constant, r being the radial distance from the singular vortex (situated along the z axis). In a coordinate basis, {e i } = {∂/∂r, ∂/∂φ, ∂/∂z}, this corresponds to U φ = Γ/r 2 . The relativistic correction is introduced [9] via the Lorentz factor γ, so that U φ → Γ/(γr 2 ). As for the radial flow, we start from the nonrelativistic standard form for a singular line source, Ur = Ω/r, Ω being a constant that is negative when, as assumed here, the source is actually a sink. (There is for the radial component no difference between the orthogonal basis and the coordinate basis, i.e., Ur = U r .) Again including the relativistic correction, we have U r → Ω/(γr). Altogether, the three-dimensional fluid velocity U in coordinate basis becomes decomposed as
with Lorentz factor
From Eq. (1) we obtain the fluid's four-velocity:
There are two nontrivial Killing vectors in the problem, viz. ξ (t) = ∂/∂t and ξ (φ) = ∂/∂φ. The four-vector products k · ξ (t) and k · ξ (φ) are constant along the photon trajectory, meaning that the components k 0 and k φ are constants. We will designate them respectively by E and −L:
The physical meaning of these quantities can be seen as follows. Consider the line element for light at spatial infinity:
In an orthonormal basis {ωμ} at r → ∞ we thus have that the zeroth component becomes ω0 = dt/n. The local photon energy E local at infinity is the contraction of the four-momentumk µ with ω0:
Since E and E local differ only through a constant factor n, we can use these two concepts interchangeably.
As for the azimuthal part, the interpretation of L can be taken over directly from the theory of an ordinary black hole [13] . The spatial components of the metric at infinity are identical to those of the Minkowski metric, for the Schwarzschild metric as well as for the present case with effective metricg µν . The quantity L is the angular momentum (for an ordinary black hole referring to equatorial orbits). The minus sign in front of the second of Eqs. (13) is due to our metric convention.
The quantity b, defined by
will henceforth be referred to as the impact parameter (at infinity). This is not in perfect agreement with the usual definition, but differs from it only through a constant factor. The light paths are defined by the wave four-vectork µ tracing out zero geodesics ofg µν . Introducing, as usual [13] , an affine parameter λ, we can parametrize the light path through the relatioñ
Of main interest for us is the r− component:
It is to be noted that when dr/dλ is zero the photon, with its radial momentum equal tok r , has a turning point. For reference purposes we write down the components of the effective metric for the full spiral flow. From Eqs. (6), (10), and (11) we havẽ
We will need also the covariant components:
These expressions satisfy the contraction conditionsg
4 Effective potential for the spiral flow. Application to the special cases
The Hamilton-Jacobi equation, Eq. (5), will now be solved for the general planar centrally symmetric flow. This spiral flow model of course gives associations to a Schwarzschild black hole. We will show that the system indeed gives rise to effects similar to those occurring near rotating black holes. Thus the concepts of an event horizon, and an ergosphere, can be introduced in a natural way, and we will also show how qualitative features of light trajectories in the flow are obtained by plotting the effective potential for light. First, the expression for the effective potential has to be derived.
The effective potential
Employing the effective metric picture, we will useg µν to raise indices of the covariant wave vector k µ . Thus the contravariant effective wave vectork µ will be defined ask
the inverse equation being k µ =g µνk ν . (Note that the covariant vector k µ retains its usual special-relativistic meaning.) In order to solve Eq. (5), one needs to find all the components of k µ expressed in terms of known quantities. Since three components of k µ are constants, k 0 = E, k φ = −L, k z = 0, it remains to find the component k r . To this end we first express k r as
and thereafter insertk 0 =g 0ν k ν ,k φ =g φν k ν to convert Eq. (23) to an expression in which all components except from k r are known. Taking into account the constants above, we can then write k r as
where
At the turning point of a trajectory dr/dλ = 0, so that the last term in Eq. (24) vanishes. Turning points will be a matter of main interest below. It is convenient, therefore, to introduce a new symbolk r denoting the value of k r at just the turning point. It is given bŷ
All components of k µ in the Hamilton-Jacobi equation are thereby known. If we for simplicity consider the solution of this equation accepting the condition (26), the Hamilton-Jacobi equation determines which turning-point value of r is compatible with given input values of E and L. To emphasize notationally this particular case, we give an extra 'hat' to the symbols, so that E → E, L →L. Whereas for given values ofÊ andL the equation determines for which r the turning of the photon trajectory takes place, it should be noted that at the same r other photons, corresponding to different values of E and L are also allowed to exist, but they do not have turning points at this position.
As will be discussed in more detail below, the turning point solutions give the effective potential for the system. The Hamilton-Jacobi equation is a quadratic equation inÊ (or alternatively inL); it is convenient to work instead in terms of the ratio between these quantities, i.e.,b −1 =Ê/L, which is the inverse impact parameter. We write the Hamilton-Jacobi equation in the form
with known coefficients P, Q, R. This equation has two sets of solutions, to be calledb
. From a plot of these curves we can read off the positions of the turning points. The solutionsb −1 are just the quantities that we shall call the effective potentials.
The expressions for P, Q, R are at first sight complicated, but after a lengthy algebra making use of the metric components (20) , (21) as well as Eqs. (25), (26) we arrive at the following relatively simple expressions:
The solutions of Eq. (27) now become, when we make use of the expressions (28),b
Inaccessible regions
In order to justify our interpretation of the expression (29) as an effective potential, we shall now show how it acts an an impenetrable barrier. Let us assume temporarily that dr/dλ is nonzero. Then k r , instead ofk r given by Eq. (26), has to be inserted in Eq. (5). The Hamilton-Jacobi equation accordingly becomes
with the same factors (25) and (28) as before. Here b −1 has taken the place ofb −1 , since turning points solutions are now not searched for.
Consider the left hand side of Eq. (30). From Eq. (28) it follows that if
then P > 0. If the left hand side is plotted versus b −1 the curve gets a positive curvature, and crosses the abscissa axis at the turning point solutions,b −1 ± , as indicated in Fig. 1 .
Consider next the right hand side of Eq. (30). The first term turns out to be zero, as it must be, since the right hand side can not depend on the sign of dr/dλ while the left does not. Thus, Eq. (30) becomes
From Eq. (20) it follows thatg rr is negative in the outer region defined by Eq. (31), so that the right hand side of Eq. (32) is positive in this region. The condition that both sides of Eq. (32) must be positive, makes us thus conclude that the region betweenb Fig. 1 is inaccessible. The solution of the Hamilton-Jacobi equation (32) accordingly contains a potential barrier.
Let us now analyse the inner region, (33) implies that P is negative, so that the curve in Fig. 1 is to be replaced by a curve (not shown here) which is concave downwards and which has no intersection point with the abscissa axis. Sinceg rr is now positive, the left hand side of Eq. (30) is negative for any value of the impact parameter. Any photon, if it comes that far, is allowed to exist for any value of r in the inner region. There is no potential barrier, so that a photon approaching the singularity will ultimately get absorbed there.
4.3
Application to the perfect sink flow
Before embarking on an analysis of the full spiral flow, it is worthwhile to consider the two special cases first. The simplest special case is that of a perfect sink, corresponding to Γ = 0, Ω < 0. According to Eq. (29) the effective potential is noŵ
The effective potential is shown qualitatively in Fig. 2 . The symmetry of the curve about the abscissa axis reflects the physical property that the turning point of a photon with angular momentum L must occur at the same value of r as the turning point of a photon with angular momentum −L. The present effective potential is essentially the same as the effective potential for light in Schwarzschild geometry [13] . At the position determined 
the effective potential becomes zero. This point is interpreted as the event horizon of the system. At smaller r there is not, for any impact parameter, a turning point. The fluid's three-dimensional velocity in coordinate basis is, according to Eq. (10),
Now, the event horizon would from a physical viewpoint be naturally defined as the position where the velocity of light relative to the medium, 1/n, is equal to the inward radial fluid velocity, Ω/γr. This leads to the condition 1/n 2 = Ω 2 /γ 2 r 2 which, upon insertion of the Lorentz factor from Eq. (36), is just the same as Eq. (35). This shows the consistency of identifying the zero point of the effective potential with the event horizon .
The effective potential curve for a perfect sink is essentially the same as for light outside a Schwarzschild black hole. Whereas a conventional black hole can be visualized as a sink of space-time, the present 'optical black hole' can analogously be visualized as a sink of the moving medium, which at the same time serves as the artificial 'space-time'.
The three horizontal broken lines marked by R 2 , R 3 , R 4 in Fig. 2 refer to the fact that there are three different types of motion for photons in the radial flow. It is here first of all appropriate to recall that in Schwarzschild geometry there are actually four types of motion possible when the orbiting particle has nonzero mass [21] . The first type, which we would naturally denote by R 1 , refer to the 'pit' in the effective potential that permits stable orbits to exist around the black hole. Now, there are no stable orbits for light, so that Region R 1 does not exist, neither in Schwarzschild geometry nor in 'perfect sink' geometry.
The other three regions exist for light, in Schwarzscild geometry as well as in the present case:
Light can approach the centre of the optical black hole with an inverse impact parameter that lies above the effective potential. If b −1 at some radius is equal to the effective potentialb −1 + , this will be the turning point for the trajectory. After turning, the light goes outwards and escapes to infinity. This is illustrated as Region 2.
If the photon has an inverse impact parameter that lies above the maximum of the effective potential, it will be captured by the optical black hole. This is shown as Region 3. The region also covers the case where a photon, emitted somewhere outside the event horizon, escapes to infinity.
Region 4 is the region for a photon which is emitted somewhere near the event horizon and eventually is lost to the inside region. It may at first propagate in the outward direction, but 'hits' the potential curve to the left of the maximum point, and turns back into the centre of the optical black hole.
Finally, we comment briefly on the unstable photon orbits that may exist temporarily in the pure sink flow. Differentiating Eq. (34) we see that the extrema of the effective potential are lying at
The two extrema are lying at the same position r (which is physically obvious since they describe photons travelling in opposite directions past the optical black hole), and they correspond to unstable orbits. The corresponding extrema follow from Eq. (34) aŝ
Evidently such orbits will never be permanent; a photon having impact parameter very close to the critical one given by Eq. (38) will spiral several times around the centre before it either escapes to infinity or else becomes lost inside the event horizon.
Application to the perfect vortex flow
This is the case studied by Leonhardt and Piwnicki [9, 10] . It corresponds to Ω = 0. We will assume a positive vortex, so that Γ > 0. From Eq. (29) we get the effective potential:
A qualitative plot of the effective potential is shown in Fig. 3 . The rotationinduced asymmetry is obvious. The upper curve corresponds to the positive sign in Eq. (39). When r approaches zero, both solutions diverge. As in the general case, the region between the two solutions is inaccessible. When Γ is positive, the motion is in the positive φ direction. Positive rotation of the fluid corresponds to positive angular momentum, so that photons with L > 0 move along the medium whereas photons with L < 0 are fighting against the flow. This is the physical reason why photon trajectories corresponding to L and −L are non-symmetric in Fig. 3 .
For later use, let us introduce the ergo region concept. It will be showed below that the boundary of this region is at the point where the negative solutionb 
From Eq. (39) this means r = √ κ Γ.
As from Eq. (10) we have, for vortex flow, 
(corresponding to the orthogonal azimuthal component Uφ = Γ/(γr)), we see that the same equation (41) can alternatively be found by solving the relationship Γ 2 /(γ 2 r 2 ) = 1/n 2 . This relationship means that the negative solution for the effective potential crosses the r axis in Fig. 3 where the (orthogonal) flow velocity Γ/(γr) just counterbalances the velocity of light 1/n relative to the medium. Inside the radius given by Eq. (41) the flow velocity exceeds the local velocity of light, and the region is per definition an ergo-region. The physical consequence of this is that light in this region is forced to participate in the positive φ-rotation around the centre, no matter which way the light tries to escape.
The negative solution of Eq. (34) has a bottom point. This point corresponds to unstable circular orbits [9] . One might imagine that light, having a value of b −1 just corresponding to a turning point at the bottom point, does not go in orbit at all, but stands still. If this scenario were true, light would go directly against the flow at a radial value where the flow velocity equals the velocity of light in the medium.
This idea of still-standing light is however not correct. As was showed above, the point where the flow velocity equals the velocity of light is where the negative solution of the effective potential crosses the r axis. The bottom point of this potential is at a larger r− value, and the conclusion that we have to make, is that the bottom point represents an unsteady orbit instead.
As pointed out by Visser [11] , an azimuthal vortex cannot be taken to represent a genuine black hole. This can easily be seen from the effective potential plot of a photon possessing positive angular momentum. For, if the photon has a positive b −1 , its accessible region is of type R 2 (cf. also Fig. 2) , meaning that the photon ultimately gets reflected out to infinity. The outward turning point can be found arbitrarily close to the vortex singularity. The system has no analogy to a Schwarzschild black hole in the sense of a point of no return existing for all photons.
This does not mean that light cannot be captured by the vortex. As seen from Fig. 3 there is a region beneath the lower curve corresponding to type R 3 (cf. again Fig. 2 ). In this case a photon coming in from infinity is captured by the vortex, and will never escape. This region exists only for light of negative angular momenta (and therefore of negative b −1 ). Photons having negative angular momenta, thus fighting against the stream, have no outer turning points inside the radius determined by the bottom point ofb −1 − . The photons find the bottom point in some sense to be similar to an event horizon. To be a genuine horizon, however, the r−surface must have the property that no photon emitted on the inside has any possibility to escape, even if emitted only slightly inside and in a radial direction. The bottom-point radius (or the radius in Eq. (41)) does not satisfy this condition, the reason being that the flow has no radial component. Photons can be captured by the vortex, since the flow at an early stage manipulates the trajectories and generates an inward directed spiraling motion for the photons. There is however nothing in the flow itself which drags photons directly towards the centre. If a photon in the inside region is emitted in a straight outward direction, it will continue to increase its r−value until it escapes to infinity.
It is instructive in this context to recall the effective potential for Schwarzschild geometry: Photons coming in from infinity and pass the potential's top point, has no outer turning point and will be captured. This does not mean that the radius of the top point corresponds to the event horizon; the Schwarzschild radius lies at a lower r−value.
Photons with negative b −1 can escape, if the absolute value of b −1 is less than the absolute value of the effective potential at the bottom point. Both types of regions, R 2 and R 3 , exist for negative values of b −1 , as shown in Fig. 3 .
Behaviour of light in the general flow
Combining the two elementary flows considered above, we arrive at a considerably more complex physical picture. Figure 4 shows the effective potential for the flow when the azimuthal and radial components are given equal weight:
It is striking how the previous symmetric perfect-sink diagram from Fig. 2 now becomes skew because of the addition of the vortex flow component. ± =Ê/L versus r for light in a medium with both radial and azimuthal flow. Broken lines, R 2 , R 3 and R 4 refer to the three possible photon-trajectories.
Event horizon
The event horizon must first be properly defined. In general relativity it is defined as the boundary of the region from which null geodesics can never escape. If the inward-pointing radial component of the fluid velocity exceeds the velocity of light relative to the medium, then, no matter what direction the light ray tries to escape, it will be swept inward by the sink and trapped. This defines the event horizon as the boundary of superluminal radial flow. (An equivalent definition was made by Visser [22] for the event horizon in acoustics.)
The mathematical definition of the event horizon is thus
(cf. Eq. (10)). Taking into account Eq. (11) we get
This equation shows that if the strength of the sink for a given vortex is so weak that
then Eq. (45) cannot be satisfied. It is noteworthy that the existence of an event horizon thus relies upon the relative strength of the sink/vortex components, not upon their individual absolute magnitude. The event horizon is indicated by a vertical line in Fig. 4 . A photon existing to the left of this line can never appear on the right hand side.
Apparent horizon, ergo region, and static limit
As already mentioned, a pure sink acts as a static optical black hole and does not distinguish between light having positive or negative angular momenta. Assume now that the sink strength Ω is kept constant while the vortex strength Γ gradually increases. The vortex nature of the flow produces turning points 'higher up' for light having positive L while it 'takes away' turning points having negative L. Light propagating along with the azimuthal flow is helped to escape; light fighting against the flow is more easily captured.
When Γ is further increased the vortex nature gradually takes over, and a plot of the effective potential will be more and more like that of a pure vortex. There remains, however, the following significant difference. When there is a radial flow component, no matter how small in comparison with the azimuthal flow component, the surface where
will have a special meaning. Inside this surface, which does not depend on Γ at all, there are no turning points for incoming photons. This surface has much in common with an event horizon (it becomes just the same as the event horizon in the case of a perfect sink; cf. Eq. (35)), but is in general different from it. We will refer to the surface determined by the condition (47) as the apparent horizon. This definition of the apparent horizon stems from its visual apparance on the effective potential plot. It must not be confused with the definition made by Visser in [22] of the apparent horizon for acoustic waves.
The physical meaning of this concept is the following. Assume, as mentioned, that Ω is constant while Γ gradually increases. Plotting the effective potential versus r in the various cases one will see that the azimuthal flow influences the sink flow in much the same way as the rotation of an ordinary black hole influences the black hole's ability to capture light. It is known in general relativity that a rotating black hole captures light less efficiently than a static hole of the same mass [21] . The same kind of effect is found here.
If Ω is kept fixed while Γ is increased, the b −1 band of light that will escape increases. This band is the vertical distance between the top-and bottompoint of the effective potential.
The vortex increases the band, but there is a limit to it. If Γ → ∞, the last term in Eq. (29) becomes negligible and we get
the positive and negative solutions coincide. Here the meaning of the apparent horizon comes in: from Eq. (29) we see that the last term becomes imaginary outside r = r app , where
is the radius of the apparent horizon. The effective potential is thus cut off at the apparent horizon. From Eqs. (48) and (49) we see that the maximum value of b −1 for a photon that can escape from the flow, no matter how large Γ is chosen, can be defined by
With infinite Γ, the lower curve for the effective potential does not cross the abscissa axis, so the maximum interval is 0 < b −1 < 1/r app . The apparent horizon is marked by a vertical line in Fig. 4 . Geometrically, the apparent horizon is at the r-value where the upper curve for the effective potential meets the lower, and the curves 'cut each other off'. The term 'apparent' is used, because from a look at the potential plots, this radius appears to be the horizon. The apparent horizon is the point of no return for light coming in from the right on the figure. Inside this horizon there are no turning points, and light entering the region from the outside will never escape. Recall that the apparent horizon does not depend on Γ, in contrast to the event horizon, Eq. (45), which depends on both Γ and Ω. The event horizon always lies inside the apparent horizon.
The difference between the apparent horizon and the event horizon is experienced by light that is emitted in the inside region. If this region extends beyond the apparent horizon but not beyond the event horizon, it is possible for the ray to escape to infinity. By contrast, in ordinary Schwarzschild geometry, and for the perfect sink, the light pulse must be emitted outside the apparent horizon if such an escape is to happen, since in these cases the apparent horizon coincides with the event horizon.
The next concept that it becomes natural to introduce for this special kind of flow is the ergo region. In general relativity, a rotating black hole is known to have an ergo region that reaches outside the event horizon. The part of the ergo region that lies outside the horizon is called the ergosphere. A characteristic property of the ergosphere is that g 00 becomes negative, so that no state of rest can be defined. Correspondingly, the time Killing vector ξ (t) becomes spacelike, leading in turn to peculiar effects like the Penrose process (cf., for instance, Refs. [21, 23] ).
In the present case, certain similarities with a rotating black hole are found. The total flow velocity becomes equal to the velocity of light relative to the medium when
When this equation is satisfied,g 00 = 0.
For smaller values of r,g 00 becomes negative. The flow thus possesses an effective ergosphere lying inside the position defined by Eq. (51). The ergosphere will always exist for spiral flow. It extends outside the event horizon (if there is one), and also outside the apparent horizon. To verify the last statement, we calculate the total flow velocity:
At the apparent horizon, we find from this equation that U 2 = 1/n 2 if Γ = 0 and U 2 > 1/n 2 if Γ > 0. Thus, at the apparent horizon the total flow velocity is even for a very small vortex component larger than the velocity of light in the medium. This horizon is therefore located inside the ergosphere.
We will call the outer limit of the ergosphere the static limit, in analogy to what is done in general relativity [21] . It will not be further discussed here. It is determined by the condition that the absolute flow velocity is equal to the velocity of light relative to the medium, i.e., Eq. (51). The static limit is marked by a vertical line in Fig. 4 .
Qualitative features of the light trajectories
The horizontal lines marked by R 2 −R 4 in Fig. 4 correspond to the horizontal lines R 2 − R 4 in Fig. 2 .
There is no Region 1 in the effective potential, meaning that there are no stable orbits for light. This is just analogous to the conditions outside a perfect sink, as discussed above.
Region 2 is divided into Regions 2a and 2b in the figure. There is no qualitative difference between the two. They correspond to light entering the flow with an inverse impact parameter that at some point equals the effective potential. Rays in Region 2 escape to infinity.
Below the potential's bottom point, and above its top point, lie Regions 3a and 3b. The former represents a photon with negative angular momentum captured by the flow singularity. The latter describes the same situation for a photon with positive angular momentum. It should be noted that Region 3 may also describe a photon that is emitted somewhere outside the event horizon and escapes to infinity.
Region 4 refers to photons emitted somewhere on the inside of the topor bottom points of the effective potential. Note that the R 4 -lines cross the apparent horizon; there exists no condition that forbid photons to cross the apparent horizon from the inside. The event horizon, however, forbids any crossing so that the horizontal lines end there.
Region 4 is divided into three subregions. Region R 4a lies on the negative half of the the b −1 axis, whereas R 4b and R 4c lie on the positive half. Two remarks should here be made:
First, Region 4 contains only photons that are emitted in the inner region of the flow and eventually become captured inside the event horizon. Although it remains adequate to keep the quantity b as a formal input parameter, the interpretation of it as an 'impact parameter at infinity' becomes lost. No photons in Region 4 will ever come from, or go to, infinity.
Second, the distinction between the lines R 4b and R 4c is not physically important. The first line corresponds to a photon with an inner turning point atb Quite generally, the paths of light will be more complicated here than in Schwarzschild geometry. This is so because of the rotation. What can be read off from our plot of the effective potential, is which trajectories are captured, and which can escape. In order to calculate the real shape of trajectories, the azimuthal equation of motion has to be solved. This task will not be undertaken in the present paper, but we will discuss the azimuthal equation briefly in the next section.
Summary, and final remarks
The usefulness of picturing a non-uniformly moving medium as an effective gravitational field, endowed with a metricg µν , as demonstrated earlier for a pure vertex flow in Ref. [1] , turns out to hold true also for the present case with a spiral flow. The effective metric is defined in Eq. (6); its contravariant and covariant components are given in Eqs. (20) and (21) .
The equation for a photon in Fourier space, Eq. 29), and are identified as the effective potential(s). They are shown in Fig. 2 for pure sink flow, in Fig. 3 for pure vortex flow, and in Fig. 4 for the general spiral case. Effective potential considerations turn out to be useful for the qualitative analysis of the various kinds of photon trajectories that can occur, in particular, for the general case of spiral flow.
It is rather remarkable that the effective potential possesses properties that are qualitatively similar to those encountered for rotating black holes in general relativity. Thus, we can identify an event horizon, as defined by Eq. (45), for the flow if its sink component is strong enough in comparison to the vortex component to satisfy the condition κΩ 2 > Γ 2 . A photon emitted on the inside of the event horizon can never escape to infinity. There exists also an apparent horizon, Eq. (49), lying outside the event horizon (if the latter exists). At the apparent horizon, the effective potential is cut off. Photons emitted beyond the apparent horizon, but not beyond the event horizon, can escape to infinity. Finally, there is an ergosphere, whose outer boundary is determined by the condition that the flow velocity is equal to the velocity of light relative to the medium, Eq. (51). In the ergosphere the time Killing vector ξ (t) is spacelike (g 00 < 0), so that no state of rest relative to infinity can be defined.
Finally, we ought to make clear what are the limitations of the present kind of theory. First, only nondispersive media are considered. Dispersion -sensitive effects such as the EIT -generated 'slow light' [3] are thus not encompassed by the theory.
Second, although the effective potential turns out to be useful for determining the turning points for photons, this concept does not allow us to determine the exact form of the spiral trajectories. If quantitative results are required, then the azimuthal equation of motion has to be solved. This equation can be constructed by considering the φ-component of Eq. (18):
and solve the equation dφ dλ =g φν k ν =g φ0 k 0 +g φr k r +g φφ k φ .
If this is done, the actual trajectory can be plotted. A φ-diagram would show special features at the point where the azimuthal flow component becomes of the same magnitude as c/n. We have made some calculations in this direction, but the formalism becomes somewhat unwieldy and is not reproduced here.
